
Quo vadis, free so�ware? (Quo vadis, society?)

Luis Falcón
GNU Health Con 2024

University of Palermo, Italy

Three decades of Free So�ware and Social Medicine activism



Luis Falcón GHCOn 2024 – UniPa – Palermo, Italy2

��������

�	�����	�������������
� �����	���

� ����������	�������

� ������	��������	���������	�

�	������
� ��	��������	���

� �������������

��������	��

����������������������

��������������������

���	����������������

����������

@meanmicio@todon.eu

mailto:falcon@gnuhealth.org


Luis Falcón GHCOn 2024 – UniPa – Palermo, Italy3

�������������������

��� ��� ���!��������"�����

#��$����������

%�	����������	��������	���

%�������������������������������������������������

&���������"�����������������'�����

���������(���������)��������*�����	���	�



Luis Falcón GHCOn 2024 – UniPa – Palermo, Italy4

���+�	���������������������



Luis Falcón GHCOn 2024 – UniPa – Palermo, Italy

�������������������������)����



Luis Falcón GHCOn 2024 – UniPa – Palermo, Italy6

%������

On Freedom
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Some definitions of freedom:

� Liberty of the person from slavery, detention or oppression.

� Natural condition to act in any way, being responsible of your own acts

� Independent self-rule free from outside influence.
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Concentration of power, oppression and 
abuse of people & nature
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Poverty_Rates.svg

Obesity Diabetes

Heart 
disease
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GNU Health was used to collect and process the demographic, clinical, epidemiological 
and socio-sanitary information from the participating centers

Dra. Natalia Luxardo
Univ Buenos Aires
CONICET

Dr. Fernando Sassetti
Univ Entre Ríos
Cátedra Salud Pública
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E�ects on the current
Science and biomedical research
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� BRCA1 & BRCA2 genes  (involved in di�erent types of 
malignancies, such as breast, ovarian and prostate 
cancer)

� Applied by Myriad Genetics & Univ. Of Utah on  sequence 
and diagnostic methods (1994)

� Abusive monopoly with prices that only a few could 
a�ord the screening for some types of cancer

� Revoked by European Patent o�ice in 2004

“This story shows us that the work done by the scientific community can be taken by a company”, Dominique Stoppa, Curie Institute
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On democracy (and the lack of)

Demos kratos
The illusion of democracy
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� A world governed by oligarchs and autocrats 

� Corporatocracy

� Control of the media (and social media)

� Eradication of knowledge and critical thinking 

Freedom: Independent self-rule free from outside influence.
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� Manipulative and toxic

� You are their product 

� Pre-installed in most phones

� Negative impact on mental health and wellbeing

� Designed to be addictive: 

� Act on the reward pathway (dopamine)
� Social pressure makes it hard to quit

Average teen spends 5 hour / day 
on social media (source: APA)
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On climate Emergency

Anthropogenic Climate Emergency
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Animal agriculture and factory farming are the most polluting industries. They produce 
more greenhouse e�ect than transportation (UN). It is also  source of pandemics, antibiotic 
resistance, oppression and extreme cruelty.
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Billionaires generate more carbon pollution 
in 90 minutes than you in your entire life

(Oxfam – 2024 – picture Futuro Vegetal)
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The meaning of Free So�ware
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� Free/Libre so�ware is a philosophy and movement (free 
culture & science)

� It’s about collaboration, solidarity, equity and privacy

� Big tech companies have taken over part of the movement, 
making “open source” their business.

� The term “Free So�ware” respects RMS (father of the 
movement) will and the organizations behind the movement.
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Most mobile operating systems and “apps” are 
closed source

Many are spyware: 

� social media

� health trackers

� Messenger applications
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Building modern, empathetic, free 
societies, together.
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In loving memory of Aaron Swartz, open science and free culture  hero
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Access information from mobile (MyGNUHealth), desktop or web
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Integration of PineTime libre
Smartwatch with MyGNUHealth
Personal Health Record
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Pinephone and pinetime with MyGNUHealth

The privacy-oriented Vollaphone
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Getting around Thessaloniki with a real (paper) map
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Codeberg and Savannah are two examples of community managed forges to 
host Free/Libre projects developments
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Proud of our impact on
Free So�ware & Social Medicine
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“Memorandum of Understanding between the MOH and the lead
entity of the GNU Health Community, GNU Solidario, which is a not-for-
profit organization based in Spain. The use of FOSS provides a cost-
e�ective national solution.” 

Ministry of Health (2014)
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 GNU Health is used by 
researchers on trisomy 21 as 
well as the diagnosis and 
management of other 
intellectual disabilities of 
genetic origin.
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Thanks to our friends from  
UniProt , we provide the 
extensive human gene 
natural variants dataset 
related phenotypes and 
genetic diseases research 
and clinical practice.
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GNU Healh used in "Early Detection of Lung Nodules 
Using a Revolutionized Deep Learning Model"

Some examples of use cases of  GNU 
Health and Orthanc for the early 
detection of breast and lung cancer 
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GHCOn 2024 – UniPa – Palermo, Italy
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Drawings made by rescued children during their stay on the boat
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GNU Health
https://mastodon.social/@gnuhealth

GNU Solidario
https://mastodon.social/@gnusolidario
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https://mastodon.social/@gnuhealth
https://mastodon.social/@gnusolidario
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